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NODIS 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER 


E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: LETTER TO GENERAL TORRIJOS 


PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO GENERAL TORRIJOS 
FROM PRESIDENT CARTER AT THE OPENING OF BUSINESS TOMORROW: 


BEGIN TEXT: 


"MY DEAR GENERAL: 


I APPRECIATED YOUR EXCELLENT LETTER OF MARCH 15, AS WELL 
AS OUR OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERSE ON THE TELEPHONE ON THAT 
SAME DAY. YOUR STATEMENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA 
WILL NOT TAKE ANY ACTION UNTIL THE SENATE HAS ACTED ON 
BOTH TREATIES IS A WISE AND PRUDENT COURSE. THE SAME 
CALM AND THOUGHTFUL APPROACH WAS ALSO REFLECTED IN THE 
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OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY YOUR GOVERNMENT AFTER 
THE SENATE VOTE. 


THE SENATE HAS NOW COMMENCED DEBATE ON THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATY. ONCE AGAIN, WE WILL URGE THE SENATE TO 
RESIST ANY AMENDMENTS TO THE BODY OF THE TREATY AS 
WELL AS ANY RESERVATIONS OR CONDITIONS WHICH ARE 
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INCONSISTENT WITH THE BASIC PURPOSES 

AND SPIRIT OF THE TREATY. TWO SUCH AMENDMENTS WERE 

DEFEATED TODAY. 

THE SENATE LEADERSHIP IS ENDEAVORING TO ESTABLISH A DATE 
CERTAIN FOR THE FINAL VOTE ON THE TREATY. WE HOPE THERE 
WILL BE AN AGREEMENT REACHED THIS WEEK FOR A FINAL VOTE 
TO BE TAKEN BY THE SECOND WEEK OF APRIL. 

UNTIL THE DEBATE IS CONCLUDED, IT WILL BE IMPORTANT 
FOR US TO FOLLOW YOUR WISE COUNSEL TO BE CALM AND TO 
WITHHOLD JUDGMENT UNTIL THE TREATIES CAN BE CONSIDERED 
IN THEIR ENTIRETY. AS I SAID AFTER THE SENATE ACTED 
ON THE FIRST TREATY. YOU AND THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN PATIENT AND FOREBEARING DURING THIS LONG 
PROCESS, AND YOU HAVE EARNED THE CONFIDENCE AND 
RESPECT OF ALL OF US HERE. 

SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER" 

END TEXT. 

FYI. THE PRESIDENT IS AGREEABLE TO TALKING WITH 
GENERAL TORRIJOS TOMORROW. HE WILL CALL AT 9:30 A.M. VANCE 
SECRET 
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